
in that BA, the Commission would hold an auction for the BA rights to the contested channels.

The Commission could hold such auctions on a periodic basis. If no other party asserted rights

to the channels within the comment period, the BA license would automatically issue.

Once an BA in the 928/952/956 MHz band was converted or acquired at auction, the

regulatory treatment of the BA would be identical to BAs in the other MAS bands, including

constroction requirements, partitioning rights, and interference limitations. Any incumbent

internal, private-use licensees on the same channels within the same BA would, at the option of

the new BA licensee, be grandfathered or relocated to other MAS channels at the BA licensee's

expense.

This proposal would extend to subscriber-based licensees in the 928/952/956 MHz bands

treatment similar to that which the Commission has proposed to extend to other subscriber-based

licensees in this proceeding, while retaining the ability of private licensees to operate existing

facilities and acquire new facilities within this band on a site-by-site basis. It would also result

in great administrative savings. When Radscan constrocts facilities to serve an area, it obtains

a number of master station licenses to provide all remote units in the area with redundant

coverage from at least two master stations. In this way, Radscan achieves de facto geographic­

area coverage through site-by-site licensing. However, from both the Commission's and

Radscan's perspective, the site-by-site method is administratively burdensome.

For example, Radscan may need to constroct master stations within areas it already

covers in order to enhance overall system reliability. Similarly, Radscan may need to relocate

master stations within its coverage area in order to improve coverage or operate more efficiently.

Radscan also files applications to expand its coverage area as economic and demographic trends

expand the locations where its services are required. Under the current site-by-site licensing
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scheme, Radscan must fIle, and the Commission must process, separate applications for each

such adjustment. Under an BA licensing approach, the Commission would not be burdened with

such applications.

Allotting contested licenses for subscriber-based services by competitive bidding would

also satisfy Congressional intent, as expressed in Section 309(j) of the Communications Act.

Although the proposal contains novel elements, Radscan is prepared to work with the

Commission and other MAS licensees to implement it in a manner acceptable to all.

v. THE COMMISSION SHOULD ExTEND THE PROPOSED OPERADONAL FLExIBILITY TO

INcuMBENT LICfiNSEIS WITBIN THE MAS BANDS.

The Commission proposes to pennit geographic-area licensees to use both point-to-point

and point-to-multipoint operations.~1 The Commission tentatively concludes that it should

extend this same operational flexibility to incumbent MAS licensees.gl Radscan supports this

proposal and the Commission's tentative conclusion.

Radscan has long advocated the use of point-to-point communications in the MAS

frequencies. Indeed, Radscan has been instrumental in achieving such operational flexibility.

In 1986, for example, Radscan rued a petition for rulemaking requesting that master-to-master

communications be permitted on MAS channels. The Commission adopted Radscan's proposal,

recognizing that requiring MAS licensees to employ a separate point-to-point link would be

spectrally and economically inefficient.~

fl.! Notice at , 42.

gf Notice at " 40, 42.

~ Amendment ofPart 94 ofthe Rules to Permit Intrasystem Communications among Multiple
Address System Master Stations, Report and Order, 3 FCC Red 1564, 1568 (1988) (subsequent
history omitted).
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Radscan is gratified that the Commission recognizes the value in permitting licensees to

use their spectrom "in ways which are privately beneficial without being publicly detrimen-

tal. "!1/ The Commission should adopt its proposals to grant geographic area licensees

operational flexibility. Moreover, as directed by statute, the Commission should extend the

same operational flexibility to incumbent MAS licensees.~/

VI. CONCLUSION

Radscan respectfully requests that the Commission take action consistent with the views

expressed herein.

Respectfully submitted,
RADS ,INC.

win N. Lavergne
I. Thomas Nolan

GINSBURG, FELDMAN & BRESS, CHARTERED
1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 637-9000

Its Attorneys

Dated: May 1, 1997

W See Hush-A.-Phone Corp. v. United States, 238 F.2d 266, 269 (D.C. Cir. 1956).

w See 47 U.S.C. § 309(j)(6) ("Nothing in [Section 3090)], or the use of competitive
bidding, shall . . . be constnled to convey any rights . . . that differ from the rights that apply
to other licenses within the same service that were not issued pursuant to [Section 309(j)]. ").

~ O:\BL\OO2\OOl\MAS..CMT.U66.
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Attachment A
ENGlNEElUNG STAIF,MENT OF GERALD S. BARDON

My DIDle is Gerald S. Harrison. I am the EngiDccring MuJagCl for Jtadio Products
at ADEMCO. 1 received. B.E.E. degree in 1952, Ind an M.E.E. in 1957. and for tbe past
13 years I have~ rcspoosible for !he developmeDl of ADEMCO's radio traDSmissioo.
equipment for alum monltoriOi selViccs.

ADEMCO's traDamiUcrs aDd receivers an: designed UJd optimir.ed for operation on
2S kHz cllaDDals in die 9281952 MHz bIDds. IImota 1IIUIt trIDSIDit on a 928 MHz cbwnnel
lad receive em a 9S2 MHz C'lIanmJ, WhiJc tbeIe units can be coafi&urcd to operate on any
oat: of sevcnI cbmael pain wiIbIn rbc 9281951 MIk bands, dIcJ CIDDOt opentC on wonds
ill ocbcr..wlrhout UDdcrgolDg significant R:desi8n at pat c:xpeusc:.

CiItUG cIcSiped. to traDsDdt I( 928 MHz. for example, wilIlIDt fuDaioD. at 932 M&,
bcrase IJIcY ate tuIII:d to pus sipals wi!bkl • aan:ow ftIqUIIICJ rap IIOUOd 928 MHz aad
10 -.teet ""s It fnlqua.:ies OPtIide of dIU DOF. As ti'c:quaII::Ies approach Ibe outa
bc>t.r+ria of • ciIwit's apaatiDc baud. die impndBe ot 111I ciR:uit iDcRuaI. UIcrcasiDg
the pcJWa' diaipatiola and possibly overllD"iog_ eIccaonics. At 1bo same time, the aain
cIcatucs. cau.ing !be cin:uit to opetIfe las et1icicarly.

ADENCO's trame:eiYcrs. lie also desipecl to lab -YUIIaF of tbc 24 MHz dwmeI
ICpItISkm between the ttansmit and recei\'e frcqueacies in~ dIauacI pair. A siDgJe
primay oscWaror is used, UJd tho uansmit IDd RCCive fi'equl:Qciclue geaent.ed thrau&b. an
imrImodiatc fiequcur;y unpli1ication stile. This equlpnt.U could DOC be used in the 9321'941
MIk baIIds bcc:tusc die tra:asm.it and rccci~ chIl1Dds In Ibose buds are scpar8led by 0111, 9
MHz. -

J.cdalpina ADEMCO's equipallDl to 01'U* in c:Iift'erc:at baDds would be an
CDOmMIII cft'ort. ianpoaibla to COIIIPICfI: i1l a reasoDIbIe time widI cunu staffiDg Iowls. AI.
least 10 major baniwarc <:OWpODiCZJIS. trdudqleaiUfC 1IDits...... Itadon equipment. -test
fOOls. .. rcpcaten. would II&ve to be redesiped. W"Jth cad1 of dae CDIIIpOIIa'",
ADEMCO alRady bas some 4-S 1DIIl-)'e&I'S iDvtstcd in pre-producdoD delip lid testiuc. In
wldilioll. aU automatic test equipment would have co be tebuilt to aceommodatc the DCW

hudwarc desigas.

1decW'o UDder pcaalty of pctjury tbat 1be foregolDg is uue IJId Comet to tbc best of
my bJowJcclge IDCI belief.

Executed on Apy,{ I~) 19 97
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, '.

JCIUPNEDlNG STATBMIfNT or uPNIl T. BLACK

My IIIIB IIS~ T. Black. 1 am a Chartered :BnsU*r in Oreat Britain with an
MIBEB, and have been ill the commu.nlclUoDs business for about 40 years. Ny CODIUItiDI
COlUpI1lY, Black " AIIoClate8, baa provided frequency coordination aDd FCC filinl avicel
In the United. States since 1986. ()gr putlcular forte is in point-to-multipolDt operatloDI. for
which WI are well-known in the microwave ioduatry.

I have found the channels allocated for multiple acldroa 1)'''''' (MAS) in the 928­
928.85 and 9S2-952.85 MHz budI to be very heavUy used. Except tor occasloJlllIicease
non-tenewals. channe1 oapact.ty In It leut the top SO metropOlitan areas is completely
exhauated, and in many ca. bu been for years. OII1y in tafe cases could even a single
ItaUOD with one chanDel pair be coordinated in accordlDCl with me FCC's spacinllUles in
these markets.

I c5.ec:w. \U1der peaalty of perjury that the foregoq 11 true a1MI correct to the beat of
my kDowladp Illd beUef.


